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Meick, Kimberly Hsu and Craig Murray. “China’s ’Core Interests’ and the East China
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<Abstract>

Periodic Characteristics and Issues of China’s Core Interests’

Expansions

Lee Mingyu

The purpose of this study is to delineate specific issues pertaining to
China’s core interests, by analyzing articles published on the People’s
Daily. The following are the findings derived from the content analysis.
The analysis was conducted by using ‘National Core Interest’ as a
keyword, searching the entire archived texts of the People’s Daily from
January 1, 2001 to October 27, 2016.

First, according to the frequency-per-year of the keyword and specific
issues published in the People’s Daily, it can be found that the frequency
during the 10 years under the leadership of Hu Jintao is much lower
compared to the frequency during the three year and 10 month period of
Xi Jinping’s leadership, just until October 2016. It also shows that Xi
Jinping’s relevant speeches have been quoted both indirectly and directly
at a much higher rate than did those of other leaders during the era of Hu
Jintao. This can lead to mean that ‘National Core Interests’ has not only
become an important concept for China’s foreign policy but also that the
specific issues and topic areas have been diversifying during Xi Jinping’s
leadership.

Second, distinguishing between general topics and specific issues by
year, until 2008 the most frequent general topics were ‘National
Sovereignty’ and ‘National Reunification’, of which pertaining specific

issues include ‘Taiwan’, ‘Tibet’, ‘Macao’, and ‘Xinjiang’. During the same
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period, ‘National Security’, and ‘Territorial Integrity’ were some other
frequent general topics, while the general topic of ‘Economic
Advancement’ was not mentioned until 2008. From 2010, the specific
issues pertaining to ‘China’s Political System Established by the
Constitution and Overall Social Stability” and ‘Basic Safeguards for
Ensuring Sustainable Economic and Social Development’ have gradually
begun to be mentioned.

Third, the following is the list of specific issues per general topic. O The
specific issues sortable under the general topic of ‘National Sovereignty’
include ‘Tibet’, ‘Macau’, ‘Xin Jiang’, ‘Hong Kong’, ‘Independent’ and
‘History’. @ The specific issues pertaining to ‘National Security’ are
‘Airspace Security’, ‘Peaceful Country’ and ‘Korea Peninsula’. 3 The
specific issues pertaining to ‘Territorial Integrity” are ‘Diaoyu
Islands/Senkaku Islands’, ‘Border Rights and Interests’, ‘Maritime Rights
and Interests’, ‘South China Sea’ and ‘East China Sea’. @ The specific
issue pertaining to ‘National Reunification’ is ‘Taiwan’. ® The specific
issues pertaining to ‘China’s Political System Established by the
Constitution and Overall Social Stability’ include ‘Core Values’, ‘National
Solidarity’, ‘National Dignity’, ‘Ideology’, ‘Falun Gong’, ‘Political Power’
and ‘Public Culture’. ® The specific issues pertaining to ‘Basic Safeguards
for Ensuring Sustainable Economic and Social Development’ include
‘Land’, ‘Data  Sovereignty’, ‘Information  Territory’,  ‘National
Modernization’, ‘People’s Welfare’, ‘Large Scale State-Owned Enterprises’

Core Business Secrets’ and ‘Technological Innovation’.

Key words: Core Interests, People’s Daily, National Sovereignty, National
Security, Territorial Integrity, National Reunification, China’s

Political System Established by the Constitution and Overall



F30) Rl APIE 99 ) 593t IR o) - 75

Social Stability, Basic Safeguards for Ensuring Sustainable

Economic and Social Development
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