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- "Why China Can't Innovate." Harvard Business Review. 2014

" Certainly, China has shown innovation t
adaptation in recent decades, and it now
do much more. But can China lead? Will t

nrough creative
nas the capacity to

ne Chinese state

have the wisdom to lighten up and the patience to allow the
full emergence of what Schumpeter called the true spirit of
entrepreneurship? On this we have our doubts. The problem,
we think, is not the innovative or intellectual capacity of the
Chinese people, which is boundless, but the political world in
which their schools, universities, and businesses need to

operate, which is very much bounded.”
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- Is China Catching Up to the United States in Innovation? 2019. ITIF

" The historical evidence suggests that for an economy to successfully
master the final stage of innovation and become an economy that can
develop first-to-the world innovation it must shift the role of the state
from a director to an enabler. For non-communist nations like Japan,
Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan, this was not easy, but it was
accomplished. It's not clear that China will be able to take that step, at
least with the Chinese Communist Party still at the helm. But even if
China cannot make the political changes needed to shift the role of
the state this way, China can make an enormous progress, including in
science and engineering industries. And that progress will significantly
harm global innovation leaders (firms and nations)”
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